ii 





Application No. 


Applicant(s) 




Notice of Allowability 


09/899,163 


BEGEMANN ET AL 


Examiner 


Art Unit 






Eric Hug 


1731 





— The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address— 
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herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to the amendment filed on January 8, 2004 . 

2. [X] The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-35,38,40-44 and 48-60 . 

3. K The drawings filed on 06 July 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. £3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1. S Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Response to Amendment 

The following is in response to the amendment filed on January 8, 2004. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-35, 38, 40-44, and 48-60 are allowed. 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claims 1-35, 38, 40-44, and 53-56 are allowed, because the prior art does not disclose or 
suggest a conditioning/cleaning device having at least the features of two doctors about a rotating 
suction roll with at least one doctor producing a hydrodynamic underpressure, an additional 
doctor assigned upstream to a felt guided about the roll, and a suction device near the additional 
doctor. These claims were indicated as allowed in the previous office action. 

Claims 48-52 and 57-60 are allowed for having at least the features of two doctors along 
a suction roll as described above, and further having at least the added features of a housing open 
to the suction roll, a spray cleaning assembly within the housing, and a suction device arranged 
to suction the wedge-shaped opening between the roll and a circulating belt. 

It is recognized that patentability is based on the totality of claimed features and not just 
those features described above. 



Application/Control Number: 09/899, 1 63 Page 3 

Art Unit: 1731 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed January 8, 2004 with respect to the features of amended 
claims 48-50 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The amendments to the claims 
structurally distinguish the present invention over the applied prior art, and the claimed 
combinations of features are not suggested by any combined teachings of the applied prior art. 
Accordingly, the rejection of claims 48-50 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Carmichael et al (WO 98/27279) in view of Gordon, Jr. et al (US 4,366,025) and Justus 
(US 3,198,694) presented previously is withdrawn. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric Hug whose telephone number is 571 272-1 192. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven Griffin can be reached on 571 272-1 189. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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